3 with their natural environment across time and space -has not been fully appreciated, either in scholarship on Strabo or in broader studies of Greek and Latin literature of the Augustan era.
Strabo's long life -much of which was devoted to the scholarship that formed the basis of his Geography (Γεωγραφικά) and his lost historical work (Ἱστορικὰ ὑπομνήματα) -spanned Pompey's reorganization of Asia Minor in the late 60s BC, the rise of Julius Caesar, the Roman civil wars, the Principate of Augustus, and the first decade of Tiberius' reign. Born in Pontus, Strabo began his education at Nysa under the tutelage of Aristodemos, the son of the Homeric scholar Menekrates (14.1.48). From young manhood on, by his own account, Strabo spent significant spans of time (probably amounting to decades) in Rome and Alexandria. 4 Given Strabo's education in the leading Hellenic schools of the first century BC and his exposure to Augustan-era intellectual circles in Rome (even if he was, at best, a peripheral member of such circles), his emphasis on the history and topography of Troy and Rome is hardly surprising. Since the archaic period, myths of Trojan origins had served to connect Greeks to the populations -including Romans and other Italic peoples -that they encountered as they settled across the Mediterranean; in turn, the alleged Trojan origins of the Romans proved useful in establishing friendly relations with Greek and Hellenized populations as imperium Romanum extended into Sicily and the Eastern Mediterranean in the third and second centuries BC. While we might expect Strabo, as a Greek scholar working under Augustus, to devote considerable space to the histories of Troy and Rome, yet more significant than the length of Strabo's individual treatments is the role of these two cities in shaping the Geography as a whole. In the pages that follow, I show how Troy and Rome embody Strabo's understanding of urban lifecycles, and how they serve as hermeneutic devices for exploring the causes of urban growth and decline over the wide chronological and geographical space of the inhabited world (the oikoumenē). 7 For Rome's Trojan origins in the Augustan poets, see Edwards 1996: 52-66; in Livy, Kraus 1994; in Dionysius, Erskine 2001: 24-26 . Gruen (2010) successor Theophrastos, and it ended up in Skepsis (along with Theophrastos' own library) in the years after the younger philosopher's death. Due to the neglect and ignorance of its later owners, the library lost much of its value to scholars as books were damaged or lost, then replaced with inferior copies. The library made its way to Athens after its sale to the "bibliophile" Apellikon of Teos, and Sulla "took the library of Apellikon home with him" after his capture of that city (86 BC). In Rome, the grammarian Tyrannion of Amisos (later Strabo's teacher), who had gained favor in Sulla's circle, recovered and organized the remnants of the library.
The most significant commonality in Strabo's treatment of Rome and Troy is his effort to place both cities within a broader scheme of the development of civilization. Strabo's explication of the place of Rome and Troy in the history of human settlement represents his most original contribution to the historical geography of each city, and is key to understanding his ἐμπειρίᾳ τὸν πολιτικόν). Thus he was interested not only in human activities … but also in each of the places of the entire inhabited world, both land and sea."
conceptualization of the history of urban settlement in the oikoumenē. At the center of this conceptualization is the relationship of a city's physical situation to its historical fortunes. In the same discussion, Strabo emphasizes that Rome does not have the strategic and economic advantages of a properly situated polis -indeed, it was founded in an "unsuitable,"
exposed location, and at first it lacked a territory because it was surrounded by other settlements (5.3.2, 7). However, the "distinction and hard work" (aretē, ponos) of the Romans helped the city to enhance its "natural situation" (euphyia) and expand its territory. The resources of this territory (quarries, forests, and easy transportation by river), facilitated by the "foresight"
(pronoia) of the Romans with respect to roads and water supply (aspects of urban life that the Greeks "paid no attention to," Strabo claims), allowed Rome's sustenance and further growth (5.3.8). 24 This growth culminated in the city's embellishment in Strabo's "own time" by Roman leaders like Pompey, Caesar, and Augustus and his family -Strabo singles out the Campus Martius, whose "natural quality" (physis, i.e., its situation as a plain next to a river) has benefitted recently from "adornment through foresight" (τὸν ἐκ τῆς προνοίας κόσμον).
Rome and Troy both had a prime place in Augustan culture, and were linked through the Hellenic scholar addressing himself to educated, politically active men in cities across the oikoumenē 26 -these two "civilized barbarian" foundations bookend the development of Greek urbanism. Troy lay near the beginning of this development: although its founder had the "courage" (and hence the cultural sophistication) to settle in a coastal plain, he was not "totally courageous," and situated the ancient city on higher ground than the "current" Ilion (13.1.25).
The location of Rome, on the other hand, came about "by necessity" rather than "by choice," in a territory already dotted with settlements (5.3.2). However, the superior character and "foresight" 25 See Erskine 2001: 100-101 for the ancient controversy over Poseidon's prophecy. 26 Strabo defines his target reader as "someone who has taken the customary curriculum for free men or those pursuing knowledge" (1.1.22).
of the Romans gave them the ability to acquire the territory around them, and to manipulate their environment in order to enhance the natural advantages of their city -a process that reached its apex under Augustus. In the history of Rome, therefore, Strabo sees the culmination of a development manifested in successful Greek settlements now under Roman rule, such as Massilia, whose inhabitants acquired skills in seamanship to make up for the ruggedness of their territory (4.1.5): that is, the synthesis of human pronoia with a site's natural potential to ensure security and growth. 25-27 and 35-42) . At the heart of this analysis is the question of how a city's identity is constituted: through its physical presence, or its place in collective memory? Also at stake is who 27 how it came to be completely obliterated from the physical (but not the mental) landscape.
Strabo's arguments for locating Homer's Troy at the "Village of the Ilians" rather than at the site of "present-day" Ilion (as the "present-day" Ilians and their supporters claim) are taken more or less directly from Demetrios of Skepsis. His key argument for rejecting "present-day" Ilion as the site of Homeric Troy is that "no trace" of the ancient city survives: there is no evidence in Homer that the site was occupied after the Trojan War (13. and Sinoessa), and emphasizing the services the area provides to Rome (luxury retreats, thermal baths, fine wine), as well as the presence of a Roman canal (the Decennovius, constructed in the last years of the Republic).
35 τότε μὲν πολίχνια, νῦν δὲ κῶμαι, κτήσεις ἰδιωτῶν. Strabo was not alone among Augustanera writers in viewing the expansion of the city of Rome as a potentially destructive force. See
Edwards 1996: 52-57 for Propertius' portrayal of Rome's expansion as the cause of the decline of other Latian towns in Elegy 4.1.
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After praising the Romans' ingenuity with infrastructure (roads, sewers, water supply) in his conclusion to the description of Rome itself (5.3.8), Strabo uses the Roman road system to structure his account of the rest of the Latian interior, claiming that "some of [the remaining cities] are distinguished among themselves, and others would largely be defined by the bestknown roads that have been laid through Latium: situated on them, near them, or between them" (5.3.9). 36 In addition to their relationship to the Via Appia, the Via Latina, and the Via Valeria, Strabo defines the significance of the cities of the interior by the goods and services they render to Rome. Strabo singles out Tibur, Praeneste, and Tusculum as "visible to those from Rome,"
indicating that he himself had visited them during one of his stays in the Urbs (5.3.11). Tibur (along with nearby Gabii: 5.3.10) is notable for the quarries in its territory, whose products can easily be transported to Rome by river. Praeneste -reputed to be a Hellenic foundation, along with Tibur -is notable for a less salutary service: as a fortified refuge for seditious Romans.
Tusculum is noteworthy for its "remarkable constructions in a royal style" (i.e., the luxury villas of aristocratic Romans) (5.3.12). The Fucine Lake supplies a Roman aqueduct, the Aqua Marcia, while Alba, "the farthest in the interior of the cities of Latina," has served the Romans as a prison because of its remote, secure situation (5.3.13).
So far, I have highlighted the special features of Strabo's descriptions of Troy and Rome, and the ways in which he conceives of the historical links between the two cities. In the next section, 36 Cf. 5.2.10 on the settlements of Umbria, including Forum Flaminium, Nuceria, and Forum Sempronium, "that have increased because of the road [the Via Flaminia] rather than because of political organization" (κατοικίαι διὰ τὴν ὁδὸν πληθυνόμεναι μᾶλλον ἤ διὰ πολιτικὸν σύστημα).
I examine more universal features of Strabo's analysis of Troy and Rome: that is, how the development of the two cities -especially vis-à-vis their territories -mirrors the lifecycles of cities across the oikoumenē.
Urban Lifecycles in the Oikoumenē
In both the Troad and Latium, Strabo highlights patterns of urban birth and destruction that recur throughout his description of the oikoumenē. In Strabo's view, war has had a negative impact on cities throughout the history of urban civilization, causing the complete obliteration of some and the reduction of others to insignificance, starting with the destruction of Troy. At the beginning of his description of Latium, for example, Strabo attributes the disappearance of the Sabine cities to "constant wars" (5.3.1) -the reason he also cites for the devastation of the urban landscape of the southern coast of Sicily (6.2.5), Apulia (6.3.11), the Ambrakian Gulf (7.7), Arcadia (8.8.1), and Akarnania and Aetolia (10.2.23).
However, Strabo must be more nuanced in analyzing the effects of Rome's wars: in most cases, the urban destruction caused by Rome is a (justified) response to revolt, and Roman leaders have made efforts to restore notable cities devastated by warfare. The reactionary nature of Roman warfare is manifested first in Latium, where Rome was founded in "hostile" territory.
Strabo says of Rome's early treatment of its neighbors, "some were destroyed and others humbled because of their disobedience, but some were strengthened because of their goodwill" (5.3.4). He echoes this sentiment in his analysis of Rome's imperial expansion at the end of Book Six, claiming that the Romans "treated the Sabines and Latins as partners, but it did not always happen that they or other neighbors were conciliatory, and, in a way, they were forced to break them up in order to enlarge their own territory" (6.4.2). The Roman conquest of the Eastern Mediterranean, in turn, was prompted by the "revolution" of the Hellenes and
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Macedonians and the wars begun by the Thracians and Illyrians; in the West, the conquest of the Iberians and Kelts followed the same course, and finally, the Romans deposed client kings in Libya, Asia, and further East "if they revolted."
Strabo also highlights Rome's role in the revival of damaged and obsolete cities across the oikoumenē, including Homer's Troy -or rather, its alleged site at "present-day Ilion." Strabo,
following Demetrius, claims that "present-day" Ilion was "a type of village-city" (κωμόπολίς τις) when the Romans arrived in Asia to fight Antiochus III (192-188 BC) (13.1.27). 37 Although the city was "later" restored (Strabo does not specify when, or by whom), it was ruined Although ruled separately by distinct monarchies, citizens of the two cities intermarried (i.e., possessed conubium), had common sanctuaries at Alba, and had "other political rights in common." "Later" the two cities went to war, Alba was sacked (except for the sanctuary), "and the Albans were judged to be Roman citizens" (οἱ δ᾽ Ἀλβανοὶ πολῖται Ῥωμαίων ἐκρίθησαν). Additionally, the Romans use synoikismos to restore population and political order to devastated, depopulated regions; most notably, Strabo characterizes Augustus' establishment of Nikopolis on the Ambrakian Gulf after the battle of Actium as an act of settlement restoration through unification. Upon "seeing that the cities had completely failed" (ὁρῶν ἐκλελειμμένας τελέως τὰς πόλεις), Augustus "settled them into a single one (εἰς μίαν συνῴκισε) on this gulf that he called Nikopolis" (7.7.6). Strabo's broad but inconsistent use of the language of "joint settlement" (synoikismos and its variants), inter alia to describe the resettlement of existing 41 In Strabo's treatment of the Romans' restoration of damaged cities and territories, we can perceive an understanding that, as with urban planning and infrastructure, the Romans' approach to the movement and resettlement of populations departs from that of the Greeks (including the Hellenistic kings). Positioned on the cusp of the Principate, Strabo could see, but could not fully grasp the implications, of the spread of the Roman civitas not only to the barbarian West, but also to the world of the Greek politeia. 43 To conclude, I summarize some of the ways in which Strabo begins to conceptualize the current state (and, perhaps, the future) of urbanism in the oikoumenē, especially through the development of Rome itself.
Conclusion
42 6.1.6: "Caesar, having thrown Pompeius out of Sikelia and seeing that the city was lacking in population (ὁρῶν λειπανδροῦσαν τὴν πὸλιν), gave it some from his expedition as settlers (συνοίκους), and today it is sufficiently populous (καὶ νῦν ἱκανῶς εὐανδρεῖ)."
43 Ando (2012) claims that "Strabo's diction also gives voice to an abortive engagement with an alternative framework within which to understand culture and identity change, namely that of citizenship and ultimately of public law, of civitas in all its meanings" (121).
Strabo reflects most extensively on the history of urbanism in his accounts of Troy and Rome. Troy, though not a Hellenic city itself, represented an early step in the emergence of Greek civilization, as men began to settle on coastal plains -and to take advantage of the opportunities for movement and exchange that these locations afforded -rather than remaining protected, but isolated, on hilltops. The growth of Rome, also not a Hellenic city, represented a further stage in civilization's development: the city was founded by necessity, despite its geographic disadvantages; however, its inhabitants' unprecedented attention to the infrastructure of roads and waterways allowed it to grow and to gain hegemony in its region -and later, over the entire oikoumenē. Implicit, perhaps, in Strabo's contrast of Roman urbanism (founded on strategic necessities, and emphasizing urban infrastructure and amenities) with the Greek urbanism (based on topographic and hydrological suitability) that had its origins in the Homeric era is the notion that the former will replace the latter as Roman imperium continues to extend into the "wilder" areas North, West, and East of the Mediterranean littoral: while Greeks took care to choose sites suitable for cities, Romans concentrate on making their sites suitable to be cities.
As Ando (2012) has emphasized, Strabo's text reflects an inchoate Greek understanding of Roman urbanism -and particularly its juridical aspects -at the dawn of the Principate. to explain their new world, and to gain insight into its potential development. 44 
